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Otherworldly Power
Burmester 909 Mk5 Power Amplifier
By Jeff Dorgay
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sive amplifier like the 909 MK5, 
with substantial power reserves 
and a high-damping factor, in the 
same way it does a small amplifier. 
The end result? A spacious sound, 
free of fatigue.

Big Power, Big Price Tag

Merely swapping out the 911 for 
the 909 provides an immediately 
noticeable and revelatory improve-
ment—which it should for $73,495. 
The German Physiks speakers I’ve 
been auditioning for the last month 
appear to grow in stature, feeling 
like someone snuck in overnight 
and moved them about 4 feet 
farther apart; the effect is not at 
all subtle. And that’s starting with 
the amazing Burmester 911 as 
a baseline! The instant Alex Van 
Halen’s drum stick hits the open-
ing cymbal in “You’re No Good,” 
there’s more decay, more weight 
and more meat on the bone. Right 
from the first power cord, the guitar 
has a much fatter sound, feeling 
more like a wall of amplifiers at a 
live performance, with a feeling of 
unlimited power.

The bass line underneath 
Radiohead’s “In Limbo” not only 
has more texture, but there’s also 
more space between everything—
said bass line, the ethereal guitars, 
keyboards and dreamy, over-
processed vocals. (continued)    

Jst as mega sports cars all 
offer different approaches to per-
formance, giving the Aston Martin 
driver a completely different experi-
ence than the Ferrari, Porsche or 
Corvette driver, so do mega power 
amplifiers. I’ve spent a lot of time 
these last few months with some 
of the world’s top amplifiers and 
it’s amazing how different from one 
another they sound. But each amp, 
in its own way, defines state-of-the-
art audio performance.

Burmester’s smaller 911 MK3 
has been a reference amplifier here 
for almost four years. Surviving 
a fall from the FedEx truck in the 
middle of a busy intersection, the 
911 has played nonstop for the 
duration, rarely being powered 
down, always providing fantastic 
performance.  

But even considering the 911’s 
prowess as an amplifier, more 
power changes the game. Beyond 
the obvious ability of bigger am-
plifiers to achieve higher sound-
pressure levels, they also offer 
more control at all power levels. 
Most, if not all, speakers present a 
treacherous load to an amplifier’s 
output terminals, changing imped-
ance with frequency and generat-
ing back EMF—some speakers are 
even highly capacitive to boot. The 
dynamic load a speaker presents 
does not adversely affect a mas-
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      e know. Sorting through the jungle that is pre-owned hi-fi gear 
can be tough. Myriad Internet forums and online shopping sites just 

don’t offer the expertise required to make sound decisions. 

That’s where Echo Audio comes in. We have more than 20 years 
of retail experience in selling hi-fi equipment the way it should be 
sold: In a brick-and-mortar environment that provides you with 

personalized attention. 

While we will certainly ship any of our gently used classics directly 
to your door, we invite you to stop by our shop in beautiful 

downtown Portland, Oregon to browse our inventory in person. 
Thanks to an in-house service department, we not only service 
everything we sell, but every piece of used gear is thoroughly 

checked before being put on display. Consider our white-gloves 
treatment your guarantee against potential problems.

So, when you are looking for high-quality, lightly used hi-fi gear,  
look no further than Echo Audio. Be sure to check out our Web site 

for current products and new arrivals.

This tune can sound compressed, as if the musicians are 
too close together and crowded, but the 909 opens it right 
up, giving the music room to breathe and keeping the pace 
of the rhythm section solidly anchored while everything else 
floats around the room.

Burmester’s 911 MK3 produces 350 watts per channel 
into 4 ohms; the 909 MK5 pumps out 600 watts per chan-
nel. With 20 precision-matched outputs per channel and 
an enormous 3.5-kV power transformer, the 909 doesn’t 
have much empty space inside its mammoth enclosure, 
which measures 19 by 19 by 20 inches and weighs in at 
170 pounds. Fortunately, it comes in a padded road case 
with wheels—another sign of the care that goes into its pro-
duction. It’s worth noting that all Burmester power ampli-
fiers are burned in at full power for seven days continuously 
before they are released to customers. Though Burmester 
suggests that the 909 sounds its best after 200 hours, it’s 
damn good straight out of the (aluminum) box.(continued)   

R E V I E W

http://www.echohifi.com


M a r c h  2 0 1 3  219218 TONEA U D I O  NO.53

The Loud and Quiet of it All

Playing Rachel Macfarlane’s Hayley Sings 
through the 909 MK5 provides a perfect ex-
ample of the silky smoothness that the amp 
presents. It’s not all about brute force. Backed 
by a Sinatra-esque big band, her lead vocals 
deliver a strong timbre that the 909 effort-
lessly renders. As her voice goes quickly from 
loud to soft, it never gets lost in the blaze of 
horns accompanying her. Equally delicate is 
the opening bass line in Rage Against the Ma-
chine’s “Calm Like a Bomb.” The 909 captures 
every bit of texture, until the song goes full tilt, 
with distorted guitars bombarding the listener 
from every angle. Again, this monster amplifier 
handles it all in perfect stride. 

Switching speakers to the GamuT S9s and 
giving the volume control a twist towards the 
maximum, on Fear’s “New York’s Alright if You 
Like Saxophones,” sheds new light on this 
classic punk cut. The 909 provides an other-
worldly, out-of-body experience, transporting 
me right back to when I followed the band in 
1981. It’s as if the 909 reproduces the sound 
and the sweat. There’s an extra dimension at 
work here.  

With the volume up to brain-damage levels, 
it just wouldn’t be a proper Burmester review 
without a few Scorpions tracks, so out comes 
the 45-rpm maxi singles. Tracking through 
“Rock You Like a Hurricane” has those pres-
ent for the audition reaching for lighters and 
brings the police to our front door—the ulti-
mate testament to the 909’s brute force.  

Those of you in the audience who are 
more proper audiophiles will be pleased to 
know that the 909 MK5 does a smashing job 
on your favorite acoustic tracks, female vocal 
pieces and, of course, large-scale orches-
tral recordings. The cannon shots at the end 
of 1812 Overture really come to life with this 
much power on tap, and if that’s not enough, 
you can bridge the 909 to produce a monob-
lock capable of 1,250 watts per channel.  

You’ll probably need an electrical-supply up-
grade to a pair of 20-amp dedicated lines; Bur-
mester makes note that your power must be up 
to the task in order to achieve this high output. 
Bridging can be done via external adaptors, as 
with the 911, or your 909s can be ordered di-
rectly from the factory this way.

Unshakable

While it’s just so much fun to explore an ampli-
fier that has no real dynamic limits (at least in the 
context of my room and system), the true magic 
of Burmester’s power amplifier is twofold: It 
has an almost silky sonic texture that is unique, 
nestled right between the “just-the-facts” sonic 
signature of the Boulder 3050 or the Simaudio 
MOON 880M, as well as the slightly warm and 
inviting, almost tube-like sound of the Pass 
XA200.5.  Heavily biased, but not fully Class A, 
the 909 generates precious little heat, even after 
a long listening session.  

Anyone attending Burmester’s after-hours 
party at last year’s New York Hi-Fi Show wit-
nessed a pair of these mighty amplifiers playing 
to a crowded room that was easily the size of 
a small club with a 30-foot ceiling. By the end 
of the night, the 909s remained barely warm to 
the touch, and were not damaged by the DJ 
plugging and unplugging things with the volume 
turned up, making a hateful sound through the 
enormous Burmester speakers in the process.

Exquisite Build

This brute force is packaged in a stunning box. 
From the extrusions on its heat sinks, to its 
subtle bits of chrome plating, to the Burmester 
logo machined in script on its top cover, the 
909 goes to show that no one produces better 
casework than Burmester. I spend a lot of time 
removing the last few dust specs in post-pro-
duction and can’t help but be blown away with 
the quality work of Burmester’s machine shop. 
Even with the images blown up 1000 percent 
on screen, there are no machining, engraving or 
plating flaws to be seen anywhere. (continued) 
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This is truly a luxury product that delivers the goods soni-
cally and is also a joy to look at, even when turned off. The 
909 MK5 is built to a standard that should allow you to leave 
it for the next generation—a true value in a society where so 
many products are easily discarded.

The back panel has two large carrying handles, and the 
speaker binding posts have large winged knobs, making it 
easy to attach any type of speaker cable you might be con-
sidering. Even though there are banana plugs in these gigantic 
twist terminals, Dieter Burmester himself suggests spade-lug 
termination on your speaker cables for the best connection 
and transference of such high power. (continued)

Primare began in the mid 1980s by producing 
some of the audio industry’s most celebrated 
products with their famed 900 and 200 series. 
These products not only broke new ground in 
presenting music in a new clean manner, but 
also proved that audio components could be 
beautiful works of art. In the same beautiful works of art. In the same way that 
sound was presented with a new philosophical 
approach of “no sound,” the aesthetic also had 
to be absent of unnecessary clutter and noise; 
simplicity in circuit design combined with 
simplicity of aesthetic design.

Today Primare embarks on a new era of two-

channel playback with a full range of new
products. With continued belief in the  
importance of physical media, Primare has 
created three revolutionary new series of 
products each designed to take advantage of 
newer high-resolution music formats provided 
bby computer audio. While these may be the 
frontier, Primare has created a full range of 
new sources designed for the many different 
media from analogue to BluRay as well as 
products that focus on musicality and 
simplicity in high-performance multi-channel.

Primare - It’s the silence between the notes.

728 Third Street, Unit C
Mukilteo, WA 98275 USA

p: (425) 610-4532 / f: (425) 645-7985
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MANUFACTURER
Burmester Audiosysteme GmbH

CONTACT

www.burmester.de  (factory)
www.rutherfordaudio.com   
(North American Distributor)

PERIPHERALS

Analog Source  AVID Acutus 
Reference SP Turntable, TriPlanar 
arm, Lyra Atlas cartridge

Phonostage  Indigo Qualia

Digital Source   
Light Harmonic DAC,  
Meridian Sooloos Control 15
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The only problem with the Burmester 
909 MK5 is that once you have the 
experience, it’s tough to go back. As we 
spend more time with this remarkable 
amplifier, we will do a proper head-to-head 
comparison between it and the 911 MK3 
with a wide range of program material, and 
will report back in the Comparo section of 
our website, so please check back shortly.

For now, suffice it to say the Burmester 
909 MK5 will handle any challenge. l

 

Burmester 909 MK5  
Power Amplifier
MSRP:  $73,495

AQUARIUS
FULL SYSTEM POWER CONDITIONER

For more than one decade IsoTek has 
been producing some of the most 
respected power conditioning products 
worldwide. Based in the United Kingdom, 
IsoTek has built this reputation by creating 
products that follow a clear philosophic 
principle of isolation and simpliciprinciple of isolation and simplicity based 
upon proper design. Depending on how 
sophisticated your audio system may be, 
IsoTek has created a product that will 
reduce the noise inherent in your AC 
allowing you to hear and see more of 
what your components are supposed to 
produce. produce. 

Shown here is one of our newest award 
winning products. The Aquarius 
incorporates six unique conditioning 
stages, a reduction of RFI noise by 60db 
and removal of Common and Differential 
mains noise. KERP™ circuitry assures that
equal power and resistance is deliequal power and resistance is delivered 
to each of the six outlets (two high current). 
Further isolation between all outlets ensures 
that crosstalk and noise produced by 
different components is eliminated. This is 
especially critical in our new era of computer 
audio in which computer products are 
utilizing the same electrical circuits as other utilizing the same electrical circuits as other 
more critical audio components.

728 Third Street, Unit C
Mukilteo, WA 98275 USA

p: (425) 610-4532 / f: (425) 645-7985
www.vanaltd.com / sales@vanaltd.com

Follow us on Facebook.

www.facebook.com/tonepub2

(You never know what we’ll get into next.)

Preamplifier  Burmester 011,  
Robert Koda K-10, ARC REF 5 SE

Speakers  GamuT S9, German 
Physiks Unlimited MK II

Cable  Cardas Clear

Power IsoTek
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